Fluorescence in situ hybridization: a brief review.
Fluorescence in situ hybridization (FISH) is used for many purposes, including analysis of chromosomal damage, gene mapping, clinical diagnostics, molecular toxicology and cross-species chromosome homology. FISH allows an investigator to identify the presence and location of a region of cellular DNA or RNA within morphologically preserved chromosome preparations, fixed cells or tissue sections. This report describes in situ hybridization, and discusses the past, present and future applications of this method for genetic analysis and molecular toxicology.